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Places 

The Church 

Narthex 
The narthex, or vestibule of the church, is the space between the outside front door and 
the front door leading into the interior of the church.  It connects to the school building 
via the glass vestibule. 

Nave 
The nave of the church is the largest part of the building where the congregation sits.  It 
extends from the front door to the steps leading to the sanctuary. 

Sanctuary 
The sanctuary is the area surrounding the altar.  It is reached by three steps up from the 
nave.  There are several features of this area that you need to be familiar with. 

Altar 

 
The main altar is the marble table in the middle of the sanctuary.  Ancient peoples would 
use altars to offer sacrifices to their gods.  The nation of Israel had an altar of sacrifice in 
the Temple at Jerusalem, where animals were slaughtered and offered to God.  Our altar 
is where we bring our offering of bread and water so that God can change it into the Body 
and Blood of Jesus.  We then offer the Body and Blood to God. 
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Tabernacle 
 
The tabernacle is the vessel that sits in the center of the altar 
behind the main altar, under the large crucifix.  In it we place 
consecrated hosts that have not been consumed.  We try to keep a 
certain number of hosts in the tabernacle.  They are then available 
to bring to the sick or infirm.  This also allows us to come to the 
church to visit with Jesus at any time.  It is good to occasionally 
come and spend some time in the presence of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Credence Table 

   
The credence table is the place where we set up the items that are going to be used at the 
altar during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Our usual credence tables are marble rails set 
into the back wall of the sanctuary.  We also have a table that is sometimes used at daily 
Masses. 

Presider’s Chair 
The presider’s chair, shown here with a deacon’s 
chair, is where the celebrating priest directs the 
events of the Mass.  Any references to the priest 
doing something “from the chair” indicate this 
chair.  You will bring the Sacramentary to the 
the priest hear for the Collect and the Closing 
Prayer. 
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Ambo 

       
The ambo is the fixed podium where the Word of God is proclaimed in the Scriptures. 

Candles 
We have several candles in the 
Sanctuary.  There are four candles 
placed near the front corners of the 
main altar.  There are two placed on 
either side of the Tabernacle.  These are 
lit for all Masses.  There are more 
candles placed higher against the back 
wall of the Sanctuary.  They are only lit 
on Sundays and major feast days. 
The Easter Candle, or Paschal Candle, 
is placed in the Sanctuary during the 
Easter season.  At other times of the 
year, it is kept near the baptismal font.  
Each year, a new Paschal Candle is 
dedicated at the Easter Vigil. 
 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp hangs from a bracket near the Tabernacle.  It is lit to 
signify that Jesus is present in the Tabernacle.  During the normal course of 
events, this candle is never extinguished.  It is kept lit until it needs to be 
replaced. 
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The Sacristy and the Ambulatory 
There are two sacristies at Holy Rosary, just off 
the Sanctuary on either side.  The sacristy on St. 
Joseph’s side is used for storage.  The one on the 
Blessed Mother’s side is where we keep the 
sacred vessels when they are not in use.  We 
also keep the altar linens there, as well as the 
bread and wine that we use for sacrifice at the 
altar.  The two sacristies are connected by an 
ambulatory, a corridor that runs behind the 
Sanctuary.  In the ambulatory is where we keep 

the candle lighters, candles, and some other items used in the church. 

Cabinets for Vessels 

      
 

 

Drawers for Altar Linens 
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Refrigerator 

         
In the closet near the outer door of the sacristy is a small refrigerator where we keep the 
opened bottle of sacramental wine and the cruets that hold water and wine for Mass. 

Sink and Sacrarium 
The sink on the left is an ordinary sink.  On the right 
is the Sacrarium, a special sink with pipes that run 
straight to the ground.  The sacrarium is used to 
dispose of sacred species (Body or Blood of Jesus) 
that cannot be consumed.  Be very clear on this: it is 
not allowed that we should pour the Precious Blood 
of Christ down the sacrarium, unless it is 
contaminated in such a way that it cannot be 
consumed.  To do so is a grave abuse of the sacred 
species. 
 

Restroom 
At the end of the ambulatory near the sacristy, there is a restroom.  It is available for use 
outside of Mass or during emergencies.  It is not normally for use during Mass. 

The Vesting Rooms 
We have two vesting rooms off the corridor opposite the Family Room. 

Priest’s Vesting Room 
The Priest’s Vesting Room is where the vestments for priests and deacons are kept.  Also 
here are some of the items used more rarely for Mass. 
 

Server’s Vesting Room 
The Server’s Vesting Room has the albs and cinctures that you will wear.  We also keep 
the Processional Cross and Processional Candles there outside of Mass time. 
 

 


