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…and the list just keeps on growing….. 

Please get your email addresses 

on our send list.  It will save 

timeliness for you and postage, 

[which just went up again] for 

the council.   

Join the Respect Life Committee:   

More Volunteers needed.  Reply to 

this publication at the contacts 

posted above.       

Next Meeting:  Monday,  

September 20th, Food & 

Drink @ 6:30pm,  Meeting 

7:00pm in the Family Room.  

Social @ 8:30pm 

 

Prayer For Vocations 

Heavenly Father, bless Your Church with an abundance of holy and zealous priests, deacons, 
brothers, and sisters.  Give those You have called to the married state and those you have chosen to live 
as single persons in the world, the special graces that their lives require.  Form us all in the likeness 
of Your Son so that in Him, with Him, and through Him we may love you more deeply and serve you 
more faithfully, always and everywhere.  With Mary we ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers Needed for the Sick: 

Katie Krog  Jennifer Haas 
Dan Romer  Kevin O’Kelly 
Jim McBride  Joan Romer 
Dec. McCarver  Peter McCann 
Richard Butterick Richard Kegel 
Hathryn Haas  Joseph B. Haas 
James Martell  Gary Kiesel 
Raymond Kiesel 

 

Apparently, with this 2nd issuing, 
someone thinks we ought to buy 
Muslim themed stamps. This one 
celebrates Eid, a Muslim holiday.  
Suggested action; now that you know 
what youõre being offered, ask for 
something else more appropriate. 
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page 2                              Officers and Reports 

 

Adam Williams   ς  Grand Knight       766-0947 
Tom Wilkinson   ς Deputy G K            683-9573 
Richard Butterick ς Chancellor          378-8655 
Jesus Bermea    ς  Warden               218-7903 
John Haas ς Recorder ς Newsletter  870-6074 
George Oswald ς Treasurer                761-2775 

Louis Sanchez ς Advocate                   326-1840 
Paul Kossik ς Inside Guard                  351-9102 
Mike Myers  ς  Outside Guard           685-5370 
Gary Kiesel -One Year Trustee        363-5604 
Richard Kegel ς 2nd  Year Trustee      754-6002  
Peter McCann ς 3rd  Year Trustee      761-5128 
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TREASURERS 
REPORT

MR SAVINGS          
$ 2215.08

REGULAR 
CHECKING      
$ 4200.87

CHARITIES 
CHECKING      
$ 4280.16

INVESTMENT      
$ 42,648.76

TRUSTEES 
REPORT

NEW 
MEMBERS 
FOR THE 
YEAR: 4

TOTAL 
CURRENT 
MEMBERS   

189

ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS  

108

INACTIVE 
MEMBERS  

22

Almost $25,000 was raised for 
the Seminarians  during the 
Seminarian Dinner at The 

Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception.  

A GRAND time was had by all, 
and volunteers really came out 

to make a difference here.  
Council # 4312 alone brought 

in $2000.

The Respect Life 

Committee is heavily 

staffed by Knights.  We 

meet in front of Abortion 

mills on Saturday 

mornings @ 9:00 am rain 

or shine. Contact this 

paper to join. 
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On the Docket: 

Saturday, August 21st    3rd Degree at St. Francis of Assisi ς Candidates are to be on hand at 11:30 am 
and the Degree commences at 12:00 noon in the Family Life Center 
 
Aug 26th ς Sept 4th  Novena of Masses for the Cause of Mother Theresa and the Sisters of Charity at Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church @ 6 pm  Ist Class Relic will be available for viewing. 

 
Saturday, September 11th   4th Degree at St. Francis of Assisi ς Candidates are to be on hand by    
                                                 1:00 pm and the Degree commences at 1:30 pm in the Family Life Center 
 
hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ - Soon Date and time TBD 

άBar Q Bueέ Team formingΣ  aƛŎƘŀŜƭ YȅƭŜΣ !ŘŀƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ WŜŦŦ .ŀǊŀƴǎƪƛΧǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎΧΧ 

Sunday, September 26th  Parish Breakfast will be put on, as always by the Knights of Columbus as a 

fundraiser for the Diocesan Seminarians.  Volunteers are needed and appreciated.  We, as Knights, are 

defenders of the Church, her Priests, and foster the formation of more priests. Kitchen start-up time is 

6:30 am and clean-up closes out around noon or soon after.  Breakfasts are served after the 7:30, 9:00, 

and 10:30am Masses.  Donations are taken for the breakfasts at the entrance to the serving line and a 

table will be set up for recruitment of new members to the Knights of Columbus. 

  Χ.and for the MOST IMPORTANT THING IN THIS NEWSLETTER !!!!!!!!  

October 16, 2010 Saturday, at Noon.  PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY RALLY in the Holy Rosary Parking Lot in 

front of the statue of Mary - Tell everyone to bring their intentions.  This is a very important Rosary 

for our nation and for repentance of our nationΩs sin and turning away from God. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                        Fatima Prayer 

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, especially 

those who have most need of Thy Mercy. 



New Knight:  Anthony Maranise, 21, is a Theology Student attending 

Christian Brothers University as a rising senior.   He brings much to the table as a 

Catholic Gentleman and may be a candidate for a seminary in the future.  He is a 
resolved defender of the faith and will have much to offer this council and our beloved 
Church.  He teaches 6th grade Parish Religious Education at St. Louis School, and we 
gave him s hearty welcome on Monday, August 16th, at his inauguration.  Officers 
administering the 1st Degree were:  George Oswald as Degree Grand Knight,  Mark 
Romer as Degree Chancellor,  Adam Williams as Degree Deputy Grand Knight, Gary 
Kiesel as Degree Warden, and Tom Wilkinson as Degree Financial Secretary. 

 

 

+ Vivat Jesus! -  -  -  August 17th, 2010  

 

About Our Newest Knight:  

 

Anthony Maranise, 21,  is the Director of the Faith Development Program for  

Athletics at Christian Brothers High School in Memphis, Tennessee from  

where he graduated in 2007 and is also presently an assistant Varsi ty  

basketball coach. He is a major of Religious Studies and Sacred Theology  

at Christian Brothers University with special areas of expertise in the  

fields of Sport Spirituality, Christian Friendship Studies, Religious  

Faith and the Hurricane Katrina disast er, and Christian Apologetics or  

what is known as the "defense of the faith." Anthony is an experienced  

lecturer and writer of various works of Theology and spirituality. He  

writes regularly for the "West Tennessee Catholic Newspaper" and publishes  

academi c work in an academic journal produced by the Paulist Fathers known  

as "The Catholic World." His latest work, "Christocentric Friendships,"  

may be read by visiting www.thecatholicworld.com . Furthermore, Antho ny is  

a cancer survivor, having been treated and cured of acute lymphoblastic  

leukemia at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis from 1994 -  

1997. He now assists in coordinating an annual benefit concert for St.  

Jude known as "Songs for St. Jude. " As a Knight, Anthony hopes, with the  

help of his brother - knights and the Holy Spirit, ever aided by the  

intercession of his patron,Saint Jude Thaddeus, to deepen his faith even  

more, to defend faithfully, all that the Holy Catholic Church teaches, to  

enc ourage and confirm the faithful through academic research, lecture,  

 

http://www.thecatholicworld.com/


presentation, and information. He owes his interest in becoming a Knight  

to the guidance of Jesus Christ, the Teacher and to the ever - abiding  

presence of his guardian angel, his Papaw, Mar io Bernardini, who after  

being called home to Heaven in April of 2003, left behind his 4th Degree  

sword to Anthony that he may follow in his footsteps.  

 

 

Submitted In the Service of Christ  to this Newsletter ,  

 

-  Anthony M.J. Maranise  

CBHS Athletics: Direct or of Faith Development  

Christian Brothers University: Major of Religious Studies  

 

"To fall in love with God is the greatest of romances; to seek Him, the  

greatest adventure; to find Him, the greatest human achievement."  

~ St. Augustine  

 

 

 

 

Mainstream Media an Enemy of Christian America? 

By Julia Gabriel  

CBN News Producer 

Sunday, August 15, 2010 

 
NOTE: Political Columnist and author S.E. Cupp appeared on The 700 Club, June 4, to talk about 

why she believes there is so much disdain for Judeo-Christian values among the media, what 
motivates her as an atheist to defend Christianity, and why she believes a war on Christianity is a 
war on all Americans.  
 
Political comedian Bill Maher 
says religion is a "neurological 
disorder."  MSNBC's Keith 
Olbermann called pro-lifers 
"Christian jihadists." CBS News 
Anchor Katie Couric claims 
Christian values are 
"repugnant." 
Christian America is under 
attack. The enemy?  
The mainstream media. 
According to author and 
political columnist S.E. Cupp, 

the goal of the mainstream 
media is to overthrow God 
and silence Christian America 
for good. Cupp warns that the 
mainstream media is using its 
influence to wage war against 
the nation's Judeo-Christian 
heritage. 
In her book, Losing Our 

Religion, Cupp, who is a self-
proclaimed atheist, takes a 
look beyond her own beliefs. 

She contends it's not 
extremists in the news who 
are the most hostile threat to 
our nation's values. It's the 
news media itself. Through 
her book Cupp exposes the 
media's overt hostility toward 
traditional values. 
Losing Our Religion is a 
preemptive strike, holding the 
media accountable for what 
she calls their "unapologetic 
bigotry." 

 

 

http://shop.cbn.com/cbn/item.Losing-Our-Religion-The-Liberal-Medias-Attack-on-Christianit.9781439173169.htm
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National Interest  

Memphis Christians Fear Discrimination if Revision to Anti-Bias Policy Gets OK 
By Diane Macedo                                           Published July 20, 2010                                      | FoxNews.com 

 
A proposed ordinance in Memphis, Tenn., that would ban discrimination against gays is causing outrage 
among some local critics who say the ordinance itself would be discriminatory -- against people who 
oppose homosexuality because of their religious beliefs. 
"It's going to discriminate against people of faith who are Christians in their worldview, and I believe 
with all my heart that they have rights too," says Bellevue Baptist Church Pastor Steven Gaines. 
The amendment to the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƴƻƴ-discrimination policy, which was presented to the city council 
Tuesday, would prohibit the city from discriminating based on sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression against employees, as well as anyone who has a contract with the city or who uses city 
facilities. 
City Councilwoman Janis Fullilove, who sponsored the proposal at the request of gay rights organization 
Tennessee Equality Project, told the council Tuesday that every human deserves the right to be 
protected in the workplace. 
ά!ƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
communities without fear of losing their jobs for something that has nothing to do with their job 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ /ƻƭŜΣ ŀ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ άwƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ 
aŜƳǇƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛǊŜŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ Ǝŀȅ ƻǊ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊΦέ 
But council member Barbara Swearengen Ware said the ordinance is simply unnecessary. 
"Is there a box on the application that requires people to check gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender? 
Then how do I know you are unless you're trying to flaunt it in my face?" she asked at the meeting, then 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ amendment, the 

Memphis Flyer  reported. 
/ǊƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƻƛŎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳǎ.  Fullilove responded by 
telling the council, "I know there are a lot of people with concerns about people going to the rest room. 
But how many times do you go into a restroom and look into the stall and ask, what are you? A man or a 
woman?" 
Cole told Fox News he respects concerns that some critics have for the pending legislation, but he was 
especially bothered by the outrage coming from Bellevue Baptist Church. 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭŀŎƪ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƻŦǘōŀƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ŎƻŀŎƘΦέ 
The church allegedly told a lesbian coach that her team would not be able to play in their church softball 
league after they discovered her sexual orientation. 
ά²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ city tax dollars go towards discriminating against any city 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΣέ /ƻƭŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
However, Cole stressed that his group is willing to make some concessions and perhaps offer churches 
an exemption from the proposed law. 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ 
The ordinance is scheduled to be discussed again before the full council on August 3. 
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Tips to Eliminate Heartburn and Acid Reflux  

Are millions of us born with a genetic defect that makes us produce too much stomach acid? Do we 

just have a major evolutionary design flaw that requires us to take powerful acid-blocking drugs to 

prevent heartburn and reflux? 

The Truth about Acid-Blocking Medications 

 

At least 10 percent of Americans have episodes of heartburn every day, and 44 percent have symptoms 

at least once a month. Overall, reflux or GERD (gastroesophageal reflux disease, also known as 

heartburn) affects a whopping 25 to 35 percent of the US population!  As a result, acid-blocking 

medications are the third top-selling type of drug in America today. Two other drugs to treat reflux, 

Nexium and Prevacid, are among the world's best-selling drugs and account for $5.1 and $3.4 billion in 

sales annually (in 2006)! 

When acid-blocking drugs first came on the market, even the pharmaceutical representatives warned 
 how powerful these drugs were. They told not to prescribe them any longer than six weeks and only for 
patients with documented ulcers. 
Now, these drugs are given like candy to anyone who ate too many hot dogs at a ball game -- and one 
drug, Prilosec, is available without a prescription. Their manufacturers have created the illusion that we 
can eat whatever we want with no consequences, just by popping a pill. They even have commercials 
showing a family rushing to stop their father from eating a big sausage with fried onions and peppers -- 
and he tells them not to worry because he took his acid-blocking pill! 
In reality, acid-blocking drugs are a double-edged sword. Let's look at some of the recent research on 
the dangers of these drugs. 
 

What the Research Tells Us About Acid-Blocking Medications 

Acid blocking drugs obviously block acid that can cause symptoms of heartburn and reflux. But your 
body actually needs stomach acid to stay healthy. Stomach acid is necessary to digest protein and food, 
activate digestive enzymes in your small intestine, keep the bacteria from growing in your small 
intestine, and help you absorb important nutrients like calcium, magnesium, and vitamin B12. 
 
There's evidence that taking these medications can prevent you from properly digesting food, cause 
vitamin and mineral deficiencies, and lead to problems like irritable bowel syndrome, depression, hip 
fractures, and more. 
 
For example, studies show that people who take acid-blocking medications for the long term can 
become deficient in vitamin B12,which can lead to depression, anemia, fatigue, nerve damage, and even 
dementia, especially in the elderly. 
The research also tells us that taking these drugs can cause dangerous overgrowth of bacteria in the 
intestine called Clostridia, leading to life-threatening infections.  For many more people, low-grade 
overgrowth of bacteria in the small intestine leads to bloating, gas, abdominal pain, and diarrhea (many 

http://myamazingfact.blogspot.com/2010/07/tips-to-eliminate-heartburn-and-acid.html


of the common "side effects" noted in the warnings for these drugs). This can cause irritable bowel 
syndrome. 
 
In addition, a recent study in the Journal of the American Medical Association found that chronic use of 
acid-blocking drugs leads to an increase in the development of osteoporosis and increase in hip fracture 
because blocking acid prevents the absorption of calcium and other minerals necessary for bone health. 
 
All this is only part of the problem. There have even been some reports that these drugs may increase 
the risk of certain cancers. 
 
These are serious health concerns, and it's pretty clear that in this case, the "cure" of acid-blocking drugs 
is worse than the "disease" of GERD. But that's of little comfort when you're suffering from heartburn. 
 
So if drugs are not the answer, what is? We need to find the real causes of reflux and heartburn, get rid 
of them, and use the right foods, nutrients, and lifestyle therapies to heal the problem. 

What Causes GERD? 

Fried food, alcohol, caffeine, and soda can all trigger reflux. Spicy, tomato-based or citrus foods may also 
cause problems for some people. Smoking also increases the risk of reflux. Being overweight and having 
your belly fat push up on your stomach can prevent it from emptying, triggering reflux. Having a hiatal 
hernia (where your stomach pushes up through your diaphragm) can also cause trouble and can be 
diagnosed by x-ray. Eating large meals and eating before bed are two other main reasons for reflux. 
These are the most obvious causes, and the ones you have probably heard about. However, there are a 
few more that bear mentioning. 
 
Stress contributes to reflux. Clearly, food is supposed to go down, not up, when you eat. That's why 
there are two main valves, or sphincters, that control food going in and out of your stomach -- the one 
at the top (or the lower esophageal sphincter) and one at the bottom (the pyloric valve). When you're 
stressed, the valve on the top relaxes and the valve on the bottom tightens up. This may result in food 
traveling back up your esophagus. Practice active relaxation and you mitigate this problem. 
 
Magnesium deficiency is another cause of reflux because magnesium helps the sphincter at the bottom 
of the stomach relax, allowing the food to go down. 
 
While controversial, a common infection can cause not just ulcers but reflux as well. This bug is called 
Helicobacter pylori and can be identified by a simple test blood or breath test. In my experience with 
patients, this treating the bacteria can eliminate reflux even if you don't have an ulcer. 
 
Food sensitivities or allergies can also cause reflux. Common culprits include dairy and gluten-containing 
foods like wheat, barley, rye, and oats. Plus, overgrowth of bacteria in the small bowel or yeast 
overgrowth in the gut can cause reflux. 
 
These are all treatable conditions that you don't need powerful acid blocking drugs to fix. 
 
To properly diagnose the causes of your reflux, you may need to do the following: 
 



1. Ask your doctor for an H. pylori blood antibody test or breath test. 
2. Consider a test for IgG food allergies and celiac disease. 
3. Get a breath or urine organic acid test to check for small bowel bacterial overgrowth. 
4. If you don't get better with the suggestions below, consider getting an upper endoscopy or upper GI 
series x-ray to see if there is anything else wrong. 

 

3 Steps to Permanently Overcoming Heartburn and Acid Reflux 

Step 1: Treat the Bugs If You Have Them 

 
ω LŦ ȅƻu have H. pylori, treat it with triple antibiotic therapy from your doctor. 
ω ¢ǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǎǘ ƻǾŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴǘƛŦǳƴƎŀƭ ŘǊǳƎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƴȅǎǘŀǘƛƴ ƻǊ 5ƛŦƭǳŎŀƴ ƻǊ ƘŜǊōǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻǊŜƎŀƴƻ ƻǊ 
caprylic acid. 
ω ¢ǊŜŀǘ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻǾŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōƻǿŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ·ƛŦŀȄƛƴΦ 
 

Step 2: Change Your Diet 
 
ω ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŘŀƛǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƭǳǘŜƴΦ 
ω 9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ ŎŀŦŦŜƛƴŜΣ ŎƛǘǊǳǎΣ ǘƻƳŀǘƻ-based, and spicy foods. 
ω 5ƻƴϥǘ Ŝŀǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ о ƘƻǳǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜŘΦ 
ω 5ƻƴϥǘ Ŝŀǘ Ƨǳƴƪ ŦƻƻŘΦ 
ω !ǾƻƛŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻƻŘǎΦ 
ω 9ŀǘ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻƻŘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƛǎƘΣ ŎƘƛcken, cooked veggies, and rice; avoid raw food for now. 
ω 9ŀǘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ 
 

Step 3: Try Some Natural Remedies to Help Soothe the Gut 
 
ω ¢ŀƪŜ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎŀǇǎǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛƎŜǎǘƛǾŜ ŜƴȊȅƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜŀƭΦ 
ω wŜ-inoculate the gut with healthy bacteria by using probiotics. 
ω ¢Ǌȅ тр ǘƻ мрл ƳƎ ƻŦ ȊƛƴŎ ŎŀǊƴƻǎƛƴŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ Řŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜŀƭǎ -- this has been extensively studied and 
is used frequently in Japan. 
ω ¢ŀƪŜ о ǘƻ р ƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ƎƭǳǘŀƳƛƴŜ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ Řŀȅ to help heal the gut lining. 
ω /ƘŜǿ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘŜǿŀōƭŜ ǘŀōƭŜǘǎ ƻŦ 5D[ όŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƭƛŎƻǊƛŎŜύ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜŀƭǎΦ 
ω ¢Ǌȅ нлл ǘƻ плл ƳƎ ƻŦ ƳŀƎƴŜǎƛǳƳ ŎƛǘǊŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƎƭȅŎƛƴŀǘŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ 
 
As you can see, there's no need to suffer from heartburn and reflux -- or to take expensive and 
dangerous acid-blocking drugs. I hope the changes suggested here will soothe your stomach and have 
you feeling healthy in no time! 
 

 

 



I Donôt Need your Catechism! 
Posted By Marlon De La Torre  On July 22, 2010 @ 12:03 am In Today   

A couple of years ago, a Pastor asked me to provide a catechetical training day for 
teachers in his Catholic school and CCD program. One of my first questions to him 

was what issues had developed requiring my assistance. The Pastor voiced to me 

his concer n over poor doctrinal formation he suspected the children were receiving. 
I asked him how he finally came to this point. He said; ñI knew things were off 

when all I saw was glue, crayons, construction paper and scissors during an eighth 

grade religion clas s.ò Right there and then I realized what I had to work with. 

The inevitable day arrives. As the catechists walked into the parish center, we 
began with prayer and introductions.   I typically begin with a short story reflecting 

on the catechetical formation  for the day. This process helps to gauge the audience 

and determine when to run when they have had enough. Kidding aside, the first 
segment involved preparing 

them for the day, the aim of the 

instruction, purpose, goals, 

desires and application for the 
classroom. A good strategy 

when teaching teachers is not to 

patronize them. They are 
teachers and know everything. I 

know I am one of them. In 

reality, the heart of instruction 

here lies with an authentic 
witness of the living Gospel of 

Jesus Christ in a gr adual loving way.  

Knowing that many teachers resort to arts and crafts because of a genuine fear and 

ignorance in teaching the Catholic faith to students I began the training by asking 
the catechists for the one thing they would like to know about the fait h they still 

had questions on. After a subtle pause (pretty typical) hands were drawn. The 

questions asked centered on sin, true presence of Christ in the Eucharist, 
confession, purgatory, mass participation, is the Church biblical, Mary, how to read 

the b ible, other religions etc. My next question to them was why they wanted to 

know about these particular doctrines. Their response was nothing short of 

amazing.   They did not know how these particular teachings came to be! Keep in 
mind, these catechists are supposedly teaching children the Catholic faith. Right 

there and then I realized we needed to start at the very beginning e.g. Do you 

believe in God the Father the almighty?  

If the teacher does not have a sound understanding of how their life reflects the 
Gospel let alone living within the Story of salvation, then how are they going to 

impart the story onto their students?   Hence, the focal point of the problem we face 

in the catechetical field. Our catechists lack basic doctrinal formation. I charted a 



dif ferent course of action realizing that this group needed a systematic engaging 

approach to learn and apply Catholic doctrine in the classroom.  

The result was a mini -RCIA course where I went through Salvation History and 
presented to them their role in ligh t of Jesus Christ the Divine Teacher (Heb 11:6). 

In other words, they needed to see how the Church came to be, their role within 

the Church and the graces given to us by Christ at Baptism to continue His work in 

the Church He founded. A basic outline of th e curriculum for this training session 

looked something like this:  

1.  Introduction to Godôs plan for salvation in our lives. 

2.  Creation and Godôs love for us. 

3.  Original Sin and the fall from grace because of the first sin.  
4.  Proto - evangelium (First Gospel)  

5.  Godôs covenants with his people i.e. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses  

6.  The role of our Blessed Mother as the ñNew Eve.ò 

7.  Summary on Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture  
8.  Summary on Apologetics  

9.  Summary of the Seven Sacraments  

10. Summary of the Ten Commandments  
11. Summary of M ortal Sin and Venial Sin  

12. The Incarnation  

13. Liturgy and the Mass  
14. The Church  

15. Lives of the Saints  

16. The Our Father, Hail Mary, and the Apostles Creed.  

It was important the catechists saw the biblical basis for these doctrinal pillars. In 

addition, how the Catechi sm references the teachings of the Church through the 
footnotes. A short primer on how to use the Catechism of the Catholic Church and 

view the references, cross - references, and articles numbers to find a particular 

teaching gave the catechists a better gr asp of the information.  

This experience is common. A generation of uncatechized faithful over the past 
thirty -years has drifted throughout their Catholic life not knowing the graces they 

received through their Baptism. The recitation of our Baptismal promi ses appears 

as an afterthought to many. When asked within the Rite of Baptism, Do you reject, 

sin, and all his empty works, and all his empty promises . . . it begs to ask the 
question to these teachers whether they truly understand what sin is in order to  

reject it.  

When I posed this very question to one of the teachers in the training session, the 

response was a common one. Why do we need to concentrate on sin, it is more 
important to focus on the works of Jesus? Do you see where this particular 

catechist  has quietly misaligned the purpose of Christ and His Church. Whether its 

ignorance, issues with the doctrine of sin, or a personal experience initiating this 
response, the opportunity to discuss the nature of sin was difficult. Now, we must 

be careful whe n discussing the doctrine of sin from this pastoral perspective; we do 



not know what the person has gone through personally where a certain sinful act 

may have caused negative, spiritual harm or drawn out a bad experience. It is vital 
that a catechist be c arefully aware of the audience they are instructing. However, 

we cannot shy away from addressing the dangers of sin itself.  

Another teacher, noting her frustration in sitting through a dreadful class in her 

opinion said these magic words :  ñYou can keep you r catechism, how do you 

expect me to apply it in the classroom? ò Moreover, there you go, this brave 
soul echoed the sentiments of others who had resisted on using the catechism in 

the classroom. This ñshot heard around the classroom,ò reflected the genuine  

mentality of many teachers viewing the catechism as a useless tool because it 
probably did not provide cutouts for the kids to ñdrawò and ñcut-out.ò This 

comment troubled me because of an apparent ignorance towards the application or 

appreciation of the C atechism. There is fruit to the argument that it is not the 
teachers fault. From one perspective, this may be true; nonetheless, it does not 

negate the fact of what we are dealing with now. St. Augustine - the Father of 

Catechetics describes catechizing the ignorant in this way:  

ñThe best method for instructing ignorant men in Christian doctrine, one that will 

bear much fruit is to ask questions in a friendly fashion after the explanation; from 
this questioning one can learn whether each one understood what h e heard or 

whether the explanation needs repeating. In order that the learner grasp the 

matter, we must ascertain by questioning whether the one being catechized has 
understood, and in accordance with his response, we must either explain more 

clearly and f ully or not dwell further on what is known to them etc. But if a man is 

very slow, he must be mercifully helped and the most necessary doctrines 

especially should be briefly imparted to him.ò 

As the Catechist trainer in this situation, you cannot scold nor  demean these 
individuals. In many ways, ignorance is rooted in their responses due to a lack of 

formation. Thus, a gentle but firm disposition serves us well in this type of situation 

because we do not want to lose them.   Our hope rests in a genuine conve rsion for 
these teachers (1 Pt 3:15). The ñyou can keep your catechismò statement by the 

teacher mentioned earlier should not detract anyone from teaching the faith. My 

call for this person was to help her find God. An opportunity arose to present the 
Gosp el, reveal the importance of Christ in our lives and provide her with an open 

opportunity to seek Him.  

It is very important that the catechist reveal the relevance of doctrine in the lives of 

the faithful. Our faith is naturally explicit (1 Thess 2:13) bec ause God has made 

Himself visible through His Church. Man naturally seeks what is visible and 
revealed. For instance, when we are able to observe and recognize a moral act the 

exercise of the doctrinal action takes effect on our senses. We are able to witn ess 

doctrine exercised.   The liturgy ï a public work, provides a visible reality of the 

existence of faith and the exercise of doctrine.  

By the end of the day, the teachers who survived my training session realized in a 

small way the necessity of teaching doctrine to children. The success of the day 



came not by how much doctrine I could expose them to, it was helping them realize 

how little they knew about the faith and what to do about. Not only for their souls 

but also for the souls of the children they t each.  

The religion instructor must be prepared to proclaim the truth of the Catholic 

Church. His/her responsibility is to aid the development of the person they are 

instructing by explaining Church teaching carefully and appropriately through a 

careful tra nsmission rooted in Sacred Tradition, Sacred Scripture and the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. The door to the nourishing a soul in Catholic doctrine must 

be convincing so the person applies these doctrines to everyday life. The need for 

the Catechism of  the Catholic Church is more relevant than ever if we genuinely 
desire to impart the Catholic faith. Our duty and responsibility is to answer the 

questions our students have. Clarity of truth is primary in our instruction.  

 

Marlon De La Torre is the   Dire ctor of Family Life for the Catholic Diocese of Fort 

Worth, Texas.  

He was also director of catechist formation for the Diocese of Memphis in the 1990ôs 

and early ó0ôs.  Marlon, we miss you! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Can You Believe It?????  
 

DURANGO, Colorado, July 28, 2010 (LifeSiteNew.com) -- On July 29, the pro-life organization LifeGuard will hold a 
press conference and protest in front of Mercy Regional Medical Center (MRMC), a Catholic hospital that has a 
Planned Parenthood abortionist on its staff. 

"A Catholic Hospital that grants full privileges to a Doctor who brutally murders babies every week is NOT a Catholic 
Hospital," stated Joe Scheidler, National Director of the Pro-Life Action League in a press release. "Mercy Regional 
can no longer ignore this issue. We hope to send a clear message - we want Dr. Grossman out of there." 

In addition to Joe Scheidler, speakers will include Father Fessio, founder of Ignatius Press, Walter Hoye, Founder of 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/


the California Civil Rights Foundation, Gualberto Garcia-Jones of Personhood Colorado, and Dan Anguis, LifeGuard 
Director. 

Gualberto Garcia-Jones has previously pointed out that Dr. Grossman would be unable to support himself on what he 
makes killing children one day a week.  This means that money from MRMC enables him to continue as an 
abortionist in the Durango Planned Parenthood. 

Dr. Grossman also publicly pushes contraception and a population control ideology in his "Population Matters" blog, 
which is also published in the Durango Herald. 

"Catholic parents who come to Mercy Regional have a right to expect that their child will be received by the hands of 
a physician who holds all life sacred - not the hands that earlier that week held the instruments of abortion to destroy 
the life of some other innocent baby," said Scheidler. 

"The presence of an abortion provider on the staff of a Catholic hospital is contrary to Catholic social teaching and 
Catholic moral values. We plead with Mercy to exhort abortionist Grossman to give up his abortion career or resign 
from the hospital staff." 

The protest will be held at 1010 Three Springs Blvd., Durango, CO 81301, on July 29, at 2:00 p.m. 

 
See related stories on LifeSiteNews.com: 

Colorado Abortionist works at Catholic Hospital  
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2010/jun/10060408.html 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Note From The Editor ς John Haas 

LǘΩǎ [ƛƪŜ Cƛƴŀƭ 9ȄŀƳǎ 9ǾŜǊȅ 5ŀȅ 

e Catholics always seem to get the 

hardest 1% of all questions these days.  

When we field a question about our 

Church or faith in this time, it seems to concern the 

1%.   In the media, that 1% of priests is all anyone is 

interested in because they want to slam or accuse 

the Church as a whole.  I personally, have been 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎƛŎƪ,έ ƻǊ άŜǾƛƭ,έ ƻǊ άǎŀǘŀƴ,έ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ L 

am or what I believe in.  I have been called a 

άȊƻƳōƛŜέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ Ƴȅ 

faith and am able to separate the elements of my 

faith from the deeds of evil-doers.  But sometimes, 

ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ м҈ ǘƘŀǘ L ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 

Recently I was shocked to encounter a mild form of 

doubtful criticism from someone I thought I knew 

wellΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Saturday morning prayer and counseling tours in 

ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ   άL Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

shame some 15 year-old teen girl out of having an 

ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƎŜΦέ  LƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ мр 

year old teens, you already guessed it;  1% or less.     

I replied that going through an abortion procedure is 

no trip to the mall.  Having an abortion stays with 

you, and most often brings lingering physical and 

psychological damage.  Even more importantly, it is 

among the gravest of mortal sin.  ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΣ ŀǎ 

Catholics, know this and teach this?  If we get the 

ǘƻǳƎƘŜǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜΩd better know the best 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ 

rightly assuming the duties of our faith?  Are we 

assisting anyone from falling into hell?

W 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2010/jun/10060408.html
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2010/jun/10060408.html
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THE GREATEST CONSPIRACY, by Rod Pead  

 
A few months back, during social chit-chat 

which turned with predictable concern to the 
modern plague of clerical apostasy, a venerable 

member of the Society of Jesus recounted 

various word of mouth histories of Communist 

infiltration of the Jesuits. These included two 
men sent to join the Society in Italy and Spain 

by their respective national Communist Parties - 

the former having left to return to the Party in 
the early 1950s after more than a dozen years of 

study and actual ordination; the latter leaving the 

Society before ordination a decade ago. More 

disturbing still was the case of a prominent 
Jesuit seminary rector in Rome who, having 

been run over and killed, was allegedly found to 

be a member of the KGB. We pondered briefly 
all the imponderables of such infiltration as well 

as the domino effect it might have set in train, 

like: how many students were deformed by the 
seminary professor down the years; how many 

others, clerical and lay, they in turn, as priests, 

had corrupted; how many seminaries and Orders 

were similarly infiltrated; and, above all, how 
many of the infiltrators and their warped 

progeny had risen to the episcopate. 

 
In recent years this latter quandary in particular 

has emerged from the realms of much derided 

"conspiracy theory" to become a plausible 
contributory explanation for the otherwise 

inexplicable levels of corruption, negligence, 

and indifference within Western episcopates. 

The fact that we will never precisely quantify 
the degree of infiltration and only rarely identify 

"plants" beyond all doubt, is no reason to ignore 

the reality. It's not as if we hadn't been warned. 
Ex-Communist celebrated convert Douglas 

Hyde revealed long ago that in the 1930s the 

Communist leadership issued a worldwide 

directive on infiltrating the Catholic Church. In 
the early 1950s, Mrs. Bella Dodd also provided 

detailed explanations of the Communist 

subversion of the Church. As a former high 
ranking official of the American Communist 

Party, Mrs. Dodd said: "In the 1930s we put 

eleven hundred men into the priesthood in order 

to destroy the Church from within." The idea 
was for these men to be ordained and progress to 

positions of influence and authority as 

Monsignors and Bishops. A dozen years before 

Vatican II she stated: "Right now they are in the 
highest places in the Church" - where they were 

working to bring about change, in order to 

weaken the Church's effectiveness against 
Communism. She also said that these changes 

would be so drastic that "you will not recognize 

the Catholic Church." 

 
Mrs. Dodd, who re-converted to the Faith at the 

end of her life, was personally acquainted with 

this diabolic project since, as a Communist 
agent, part of her brief was to encourage young 

radicals (not always card-carrying Communists) 

to enter Catholic seminaries. She alone had 
encouraged nearly a thousand such youngsters to 

infiltrate the seminaries and religious orders! 

One monk who attended a Bella Dodd lecture in 

the early 1950s recalled: 
 

"I listened to that woman for four hours and she 

had my hair standing on end. Everything she 
said has been fulfilled to the letter. You would 

think she was the world's greatest prophet, but 

she was no prophet. She was merely exposing 
the step-by-step battle plan of Communist 

subversion of the Catholic Church. She 

explained that of all the world's religions, the 

Catholic Church was the only one feared by the 
Communists, for it was its only effective 

opponent. The whole idea was to destroy, not 

the institution of the Church, but rather the faith 
of the people, and even use the institution of the 

Church, if possible, to destroy the Faith through 

promotion of a pseudo-religion: something that 

resembled Catholicism but was not the real 
thing. Once the Faith was destroyed, she 

explained, a guilt complex would be introduced 

into the Church, to label the 'Church of the past' 
as ... oppressive, authoritarian, full of prejudices, 



arrogant in claiming [a monopoly on truth, 

responsible for the religious divisions of] 
centuries. This would be necessary in order to 

shame Church leaders into an 'openness to the 

world,' and to a more flexible attitude toward all 

religions and philosophies. The Communist 
would then exploit this openness in order to 

undermine the Church." 

 
This conspiracy has been confirmed time and 

again by Soviet defectors. Ex-KGB officer 

Anatoliy Golitsyn, who defected in 1961 and in 
1984 forecast with 94% accuracy all the 

astonishing developments in the Communist 

Bloc since that time, confirmed several years 

ago that this "penetration of the Catholic and 
other churches" is part of the Party's "general 

line [i.e., unchanged policy] in the struggle 

against religion." Hundreds of files secreted to 
the West by former KGB archivist Vassili 

Mitrokhin and published in 1999 tell a similar 

tale, about the KGB cultivating the closest 
possible relationships with "progressive" 

Catholics and financing their activities. One of 

the leftist organs identified was the small Italian 

Catholic press agency Adista, which for decades 
has promoted every imaginable postconciliar 

cause or "reform," and whose director was 

named in The Mitrokhin Archive as a paid KGB 
agent. Interestingly, just prior to the Mitrokhin 

expose it was little Adista that ultra-Modernist 

Cardinal Martini used to diffuse his dissident 

rant at the 1999 European Synod, where, among 
other things, he called for a "new Council." 

 

What is often lost in all this, however, is that 
Communism (along with the New Age 

movement) is simply a chief tool of 

Freemasonry; its policy of Church infiltration 
just an extension of the Masonic plan clearly 

laid out in the Alta Vendita and other bona fide 

Masonic documents recognized by the Popes. 

Even experts like Anatoliy Golitsyn have failed 
to grasp this point. In The Perestroika Deception 

(1995), his very accurate analyses and forecasts 

submitted to the CIA during the period 1985-95, 
he hints at a controlling force behind Soviet 

Communism but lacks "the facilities to study 

how it might be operating" under cover of some 
"front" organization. At the same time he 

complains that despite public plaudits for the 

accuracy of his forecasts, Western leaders have 
regularly ignored his warnings. He fails to see 

that having financed and nurtured Russian 

Communism from its inception, the elite 

Freemasons (in symbiotic alliance with 
transnationalist billionaires who shape world 

affairs for more prosaic reasons of power and 

profit) will not always allow a free hand to the 
likes of Bill Clinton, who himself attributes "a 

lot of breaks" in his life to his forty-year 

membership of the Masonic Order of De Molay. 
 

There are, of course, logistically implausible and 

just plain silly conspiracy theories. Yet, as the 

widespread homosexual infiltration of the 
postconciliar Church attests, the idea that evil 

men never seek each other out to work together 

is sillier still. Moreover, the insistence of liberal 
propagandists that there is no Masonic 

conspiracy (aided and abetted by fellow-

travelers like themselves) is doubtless the 
greatest conspiracy of all. As E. Michael Jones 

explains in his dissection of one such 

propaganda exercise, by distorting and 

misrepresenting primary historical sources - like 
ex-Mason Abbe de Barruel, who wrote in the 

late eighteenth century that "the object of their 

[Masonic] conspiracy is to overturn every altar 
where Christ is adored" - the liberal 

Establishment seeks to protect and maintain at 

all costs the nihilistic spirit of the 

Enlightenment, which Masonic legacy underpins 
that dissolute and crumbling artifice we call 

Modernity. 

 
As so many of our Shepherds have themselves 

bowed to the insidious forces of the 

Enlightenment and embraced Modernity, it 
might be said that all these ruminations are now 

superfluous; that with the secular liberal mindset 

so entrenched within the Church the whole 

infiltration/subversion thesis has become purely 
academic. Nonetheless, Catholics especially 

should know more about all of this; about how 

to distinguish Masons-and-Reds-under-the-bed 
'conspiracies' from the real thing. And since the 

bishops are not about to alert them or explain the 

difference, this edition, though unsettling for 
some, will fill a gap. 

 



 
 
 
 
August 6, 2010  

NEWS ANALYSIS  

Why the Prop 8 ruling scares religious conservatives  

By Dan iel Burke  

(RNS) When U.S. District Judge Vaughn Walker 
ǎǘǊǳŎƪ Řƻǿƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ tǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ у ƻƴ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ό!ǳƎΦ пύΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
for outlawing gay marriage was clear.  
ά¢ƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŀƭ 
and religious views form the only basis for a 
belief that same-sex couples are different from 
opposite-ǎŜȄ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎΣέ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
sweeping, 136-page decision.  
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ tǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ уΦέ  
wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƳƻunts to a 
άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǾƛŜǿΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜ 
upon the constitutional rights of others.  
²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǎŀȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 
lands on firm legal groundτa law must advance 
a secular purpose to pass constitutional 
musterτsome religious leaders accuse the 
judge of trying to scrub faith from the public 
square.  
άWǳŘƎŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΣ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ 
voted for Proposition 8 based on religious 
opposition to homosexuality, which he then 
rejŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣέ          
R. Albert Mohler, president of a leading 

Southern Baptist seminary in Kentucky, wrote in 
an online column.  
άLƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊƛǎƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
only acceptable basis for moral judgment on 
the pŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΣέ aƻƘƭŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
hƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ tǊƻǇ уΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀƴ 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ WƛƳ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ ŀƴ 
attorney with the Alliance Defense Fund, a 
conservative Christian law firm involved in the 
litigation, said the religious freedom argument 
will play an important role as the case moves up 
the federal judicial ladderτincluding, 
potentially, the Supreme Court.  
ά!ǘ ōƻǘǘƻƳΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
been, that in this country we should respect the 
rights of the people when they do what they 
have always done: vote based on their religious 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
Abolitionists, anti-abortion activists, and civil 
rights activists have all been motivated by 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ŀǊƎǳŜŘΦ ά¢ƻ ōŜ ōƭǳƴǘΣ 
ǿŜ ŦŜƭǘ ό²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ Řecision) was an all-out attack 
ƻƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦέ  
Walker did note, however, that no religion will 
be forced to perform same-sex weddings.  
Howard Friedman, an emeritus law professor at 
hƘƛƻΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻƭŜŘƻΣ ǎŀƛŘ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
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attacking religion per se; he is just not giving 
religious expression any special consideration.  
άIŜΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
CǊƛŜŘƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ 
/ƭŀǳǎŜέ ōƭƻƎΦ ά/ŀǎŜ ƭŀǿ ƎƻŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
There are certainly some cases that say a 
ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
legislation; on the other hand, there are some 
cases that talk about laws being a moral view 
ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ  
²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ ƻƴ ŀ мффс 
Supreme Court decision that struck down an 
anti-gay law in Colorado, Friedman said. That 
decision, written by Justice Anthony Kennedyτ
ǿƘƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǎǿƛƴƎ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ 
courtτƛƴǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƭŀǿǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ άŀƴƛƳƻǎƛǘȅ 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΦέ  
Walker devotes several pages in his ruling to 
identifying religion as a prime source of anti-gay 
animus, listing examples from the Vatican and 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and noting 
that 84 percent of weekly churchgoers voted in 
favor of Prop 8, according to a CNN exit poll.  
!ǎ ƛŦ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ 
Cardinal Roger Mahony released a statement 
ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ 
supported Prop 8 and worked for its passage 
did so for one reason: We truly believe that 
marriage was instituted by God for the specific 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ tŜǊƛƻŘΦέ  
Still, some religious leaders take issue with 
²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
gay and lesbian relationships are sinful or 
inferior to heterosexual relationships harm gays 
ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴǎΦέ  
άLŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƻ 
gay and lesbian political progress, then it would 
seem to follow that the state has an obligation 
ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wΦwΦ wŜƴƻΣ ŀ 
senior editor at First Things, a Catholic journal 
based in New York.  
ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ 
!ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣέ ōǳǘ 
it could lead to a sidelining of faith in political 
debate, Reno said.  

Sister Mary Ann Walsh, a spokeswoman for the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, says 
²ŀƭƪŜǊ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
theology. The Roman Catholic Church holds that 
homosexuality is not sinful in itself, but that 
homosexual acts are.  
άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ 
allow us to speak without his deeming us 
ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭΣέ ²ŀƭǎƘ ǎŀƛŘΦ άhǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦέ  
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